
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

ON MONDAY, 6th JULY 2015 AT 7.30 p.m. 

Present:      Councillors R.J. Cotham  

                                       D.A. Cook                                               

                                       D.S. Cowie             (Chairman) 

                                       S.J. Lawrence        (for part of meeting) 

                               Mrs. J.C. Marsh 

                                       R.S. Parr 

                               Mrs. V. Williams          (for part of meeting) 

Also present: Shropshire Councillor Mrs. Tina Woodward  

 

Apologies: Councillor Mrs. S.A. Beaman – personal reasons, 

                   Councillor J.R. Caswell – personal reasons 

                   Councillor Ms J.L. Clements – personal reasons 

                   Councillor M.J. Edwards – business reasons 

                   Councillor D. Harris – business reasons             

  

 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS         

No disclosable pecuniary interests were declared. 

 

MINUTES of the meeting held on 8th June 2015, having been distributed to all  

                  Councillors, were confirmed and signed. 

 

88/15 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 

In Councillor Whitmore’s absence, the Clerk reported that Councillor Whitmore was 

preparing the application to use CIL funds which had accumulated for Claverley. 

 A quotations had been obtained from Mike Smith Designs for five Victorian style street 

 lights with LED lanterns.  E.ON will supply a quotation for erecting the street lights as soon 

 as the Parish Council has decided where to site them. 

  

 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES   

89/15 Claverley in Bloom 

Councillor Parr’s report had been forwarded to all the councillors. 

 

Details of the Heart of Britain in Bloom judging tour on 13th July had been finalised.  

Volunteers were needed to help at a tidy up session on 9th July.  Councillor Parr informed 

the meeting that CIB had offered to plant up the window boxes outside The Kings Arms but  

Chris Williams had refused this offer.  CIB feared that the poor state of repair of some of the 

buildings in the centre of the village would make a bad impression on the judges.   

 

Members of the Youth Club had planted the Clover Heath planting bed on 9th June using a 

wide variety of small easy to maintain shrubs. It was hoped local residents would offer to 

carry out routine weeding and watering etc.  The Church Street planting bed had been 

planted on 10th June with some of the shrubs removed from the winter planting scheme. 

 



Nick Bromley of Rushmere Nurseries had kindly offered to donate some plants to cover the 

loss of the plants which had been stolen from the troughs at Winchester crossroads and 

Heathton. 

 

Sarah Lanyon of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust had carried out a full day field study on  

9th June in connection with the church eco project.  The morning had been spent in the 

churchyard.  A party of 13 school children had built a bug hotel and carried out an analysis 

of the plant and insect life in both the mown and natural areas.  In the afternoon the children 

had carried out a survey of part of the hedgerow surrounding the school.  The Shropshire 

Wildlife Trust session had cost £200 and this cost will be shared between Claverley in 

Bloom and the school.  

 

Claverley in Bloom had decided not to proceed with the installation of a CIB notice board in 

Aston Lane as the cost of the project was much higher than had been anticipated. 

 

90/15 QEII Jubilee Field 

Councillor Cook reported there had been a communications fault between the football club 

and the Head Teacher as the grounds contractors had burnt in the athletics lines on the right 

hand side of the football pitch.  The football club will be entering the league for the 

forthcoming season. 

Action:  Hire of the pitch fees to be discussed at the next meeting 

 

91/15 Parish Plan 

In Councillor Harris’ absence, the Clerk reported that the Parish Plan working group had 

met on 10th June and will be meeting again on 15th July.  The working group had finished 

proof reading the analysis of the questionnaires and Renee Wallace had submitted the final 

version. 

 

92/15 Street Lights 

In order for E.ON to supply a quotation for the erection of the five new Victorian style street 

lights for submission with the application to use CIL funds it was necessary to decide the 

various locations.  After discussion it was decided that column no.1 Aston Lane,  

column no. 3 Church Street, column no. 1 Lodge Park, column no. 4 The Wold and 

column no. 7 The Wold would be replaced with the new street lights. 

Action:  Clerk to inform E.ON 

               The Clerk was also asked to find out if Mike Smith Designs could provide a  

               shorter column. 

 

Councillor Marsh reported that one of the street lights in Heathton was intermittently not 

switching off during the day and comments had been made to her that the lights in Heathton 

were too bright. 

 

93/15 Defibrillator 

The Clerk reported she had not yet been in contact with Mr. Noble or Mr. Caine. 

 



Councillor Marsh suggested it would be beneficial if a member of the Ambulance Service 

came to speak to the Parish Council about defibrillators.  After discussion Councillor 

Marsh’s suggestion was agreed.  

Action:  Councillor Marsh to invite a representative of the Ambulance Service to the 

August meeting 

 

94/15 Youth Council/Youth Club 

Councillor Lawrence reported that it had been decided not to undertake an outing to Drayton 

Manor Park in August.  Enquiries were being made about go-karting and laser tag as Youth 

Club members had expressed an interest in doing these activities instead. 

 

Older members of the Youth Club were being encouraged to become involved with the 

proposed Youth Council. 

 

Councillor Lawrence informed the meeting that the Parish Council will be invited to 

participate in the September meeting of the Bridgnorth Youth Partnership. 

 

95/15 The Kings Arms/The Crown 

 The Clerk did not have anything to report on the sale of these public houses. 

 

96/15 SAMDev Plan Schedule of Main Modifications – consultation 

The Main Modifications had been identified by the Inspector as those necessary to make the 

policies in the SAMDev Plan sound. 

 

The Parish Council did not wish to make any representations relating to the proposed Main 

Modifications. 

 

97/15  UNITARY REPORT 

Councillor Woodward was unsure if the 2015-2016 Place Plan accurately represented the 

views expressed in Claverley’s return and asked for it to be checked. 

 

Councillor Woodward asked if there were any visibility splays which would benefit from 

the grass being cut again.  The pull-out from The Inn at Shipley was mentioned. 

 

98/15 PLANNING  

            Permission 

            15/01940/FUL Erection of side and rear single storey extension, 6 Aston, Claverley for 

                                     Mr. Nick Beere 

 

            Application withdrawn 

            15/00618/FUL  Conversion of dwelling and erection of extension to provide 3 no.  

                                      apartments to include balcony to rear elevation, 4 Lodge Park, Claverley 

                                      for Mr. M. Jones 

 

 



New Applications 

15/02234/FUL  Erection of a two-storey rear extension, Park  View, 14 Gatacre for 

                                      Mr. Adam Richardson 

                                     The Parish Council did not have any objections. 

 

15/02610/HRM  Hedgerow 1:  removal of 230m of hedge;  Hedgerow 2:  removal of 201m       

                           of hedge,  Newin House Farm, Staffordshire County Boundary Foley Cross 

                           to junction B4176 Upper Aston North for Mr. R.T. and Mrs. J.C. Wilkes 

 

15/02372/FUL Erection of detached garage and alterations to driveway, 1 Spicer’s Close,  

  Claverley for Mrs. C. Jones 

                                    The Parish Council did not have any objections. 

 

15/02236/LBC  Conversion of outbuilding to 1 dwelling affecting a Grade II Listed  

                          Building, The Dairy House, Ludstone for Mr. Brian Francis 

                                      The Parish Council did not have any objections. 

 

15/02442/FUL  Erection of single storey orangery to rear.  Alteration to retaining  

                         wall/vehicle frontage to include parking and store, 4 Draycott, Claverley for 

                                     Mr. Daniel McCready 

                                     The Parish Council did not have any objections. 

 

The Clerk had been made aware that a new drive to Aston House had been created across an 

agricultural field without planning permission. 

Action:  Clerk to inform the Enforcement Officer 

 

99/15 ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2015/FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

The appointed date when local electors and representatives had the right to question Mazars, 

the external auditor, had been advertised.  The Annual Return had been sent to Mazars for 

external audit. 

 

In appreciation of all the work undertaken by Mrs. Bailey as Internal Auditor, it was 

proposed by Councillor Cook, seconded by Councillor Parr and agreed by the Council to 

give her a gift token to the value of £75.00 

Action:  Clerk to purchase gift token 

 

To meet Financial Regulation 2.2 it was necessary to appoint a councillor who was not a 

cheque signatory or the Chairman to verify quarterly bank reconciliations.  As Councillor 

Lawrence was happy to undertake this role, it was proposed by Councillor Cotham, 

seconded by Councillor Parr and agreed by the Council that Councillor Lawrence would 

verify bank reconciliations. 

 

To meet Financial Regulation 5.1 the Council’s banking arrangements were reviewed.  It 

was proposed by Councillor Lawrence, seconded by Councillor Williams and agreed by the 

Council that the bank mandate remains the same. 

 

Councillor Lawrence and Councillor Williams left the meeting 

 

 

 



100/15 BONFIRE/FIREWORKS EVENT 2015 

Councillor Cotham confirmed that the field behind Powk Hall Cottages would be available 

for the bonfire and fireworks event. 

Action:  Councillor Cook offered to find out the date of Bridgnorth Rugby Club’s 

event 

 

101/15 PARISH MATTERS 

Councillor Cotham reported there was a tree branch on the left hand side verge of the A454 

approaching Shipley. 

Action:  Clerk to inform Shropshire Council 

 

Councillor Cotham reported that the hedge between the turn to Wall Hill and the entrance to 

Lea Farm had still not been cut and thought Shropshire Council should be asked to write to 

Mr. Smithyman. 

 

Councillor Marsh expressed concern about the deteriorating condition of the road surface 

between the Old Gate Inn at Heathton and Pool House Farm 

Action: Action:  Clerk to inform Shropshire Council 

 

Councillor Marsh reported that the hedge on the left hand side of the lane from The Old 

Gate Inn to Draycott was very overgrown. 

Action: Clerk will write to the three landowners when she has been given their contact 

details 

 

The Clerk informed the meeting that PCSO Sue Eden had been transferred back to 

Bridgnorth.  She had organised monthly PACT drop in sessions commencing on 29th July 

with further sessions on 19th August and 23rd September.  The Safer Neighbourhood team 

will be at the Post Office at 10.30 a.m. on these dates. 

 

The Clerk had been asked to report there was a pothole at Aston on the left hand side of the 

lane approaching Claverley just after the bend by 3 Aston and the surface of the pavement 

outside the Post Office and the manhole cover in the lane from Claverley to Aston required 

attention. 

Action:  Clerk to inform Shropshire Council and to forward to Councillor Woodward 

the email from Graham Downes in 2014 concerning repairs to the pavement 

 

A resident of The Wold had requested signs warning motorists of children playing. 

 

102/15 CORRESPONDENCE 

 SALC Training 

SALC had organised two training sessions. On Monday, 3rd August Jeff Houston, Head of 

Pensions at the Local Government Association will deal with pensions and pension changes 

affecting parish and town councils which the Clerk will attend. On Wednesday,  

16th September a training session will provide an overview of the Sustainable Communities 

Act.  



103/15 CHEQUES  

  Chq. No. 001253  M.E. Harris – strimming Aston Lane bank  £280.00 

                                                               -   removing arisings                  £80.00  …………. £360.00 

                            001254  Mrs. G.M. Price – Clerk’s salary = first quarter 2015/2016…… £686.27 

                            001255  Mrs. G.M. Price - - reimbursement for cost of Broadband 

                                                07/04/15 to 06/07/15……………...........................................  £68.85 

                                     

 It was proposed by Councillor Cook, seconded by Councillor Cotham and agreed by  

  the Council to pass the cheques for payment. 

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.39 p.m. 

  

            Date of the next Parish Council Meeting: Monday, 10th August at 7.30 p.m. in the Village    

                                                                                                                                                         Hall 

   


