
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

ON MONDAY, 14th MARCH 2016 AT 7.30 p.m. 

Present:      Councillors  Mrs. S.A. Beaman   

   J.R. Caswell       

                                                R.J. Cotham 

       M.J. Edwards   (Chairman) 

                                                D. Harris                                                  

                                                R.S. Parr  

Also present: Shropshire Councillor Mrs. Tina Woodward                   

   

Apologies: Councillor D.A. Cook – business reasons 

                   Councillor D. S. Cowie – business reasons 

                   Councillor S.J. Lawrence – business reasons 

                   Councillor Mrs. J.C. Marsh – personal reasons 

 

In the Chairman’s absence, Councillor Edwards, the Vice-Chairman, took the chair                    

 

 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS         

No pecuniary interests were declared. 

 

MINUTES of the meeting held on 8th February 2016, having been distributed to all  

                  Councillors, were confirmed and signed. 

 

 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES   

 36/16 Claverley in Bloom 

Councillor Parr’s report had been forwarded to all the councillors. 

 

Claverley in Bloom had decided not to enter the 2016 Heart of England in Bloom 

competition due to the dilapidated condition of some of the properties in the centre of 

Claverley.  The campaign strategy will be reviewed so that CIB has a stronger portfolio to 

present to the judges when returning to the competition. 

 

A large quantity of dead and overhanging branches had been removed from the Aston Lane 

bank. The churchyard roses had been pruned and manured and CIB will continue to provide 

support for “green” activities in the churchyard, particularly those relating to the school’s 

environmental curriculum.  Children from Claverley School had taken part in tree planting 

at Sutton Farm with the kind co-operation of Richard and Caroline Kempsey.  A school litter 

pick involving a whole class of children had taken place on 14th March.  CIB was hoping to 

carry out a litter picking session to tackle at least one of the main approach roads to 

Claverley and were liaising with Shropshire Council.  Dog fouling was still causing a 

problem particularly when CIB members were strimming. 

 

Councillor Parr had obtained quotes for providing the signs to celebrate the gold award in 

the Britain in Bloom 2015 finals. Signs constructed in Dibond would be more resilient to 

physical damage and climatic conditions than those made in Foamex.  After discussion it 



was proposed by Councillor Beaman, seconded by Councillor Harris and agreed by the 

Council that five signs made of Dibond showing “Britain in Bloom Gold Award Winners” 

in gold on a black background be purchased from Telford Signs at £32.00 each plus VAT. 

 

The Spring fund-raising event had been well attended and The Hype had been enjoyed by 

those present. 

 

  37/16 QEII Jubilee Field 

Oliver Plank had told the Clerk that the Football Club had been unable to play any matches 

at home since Christmas as the goal mouth area at the far end of the pitch had been too wet.  

Substantial match fees had therefore been incurred by the Football Club as home matches 

had been played away. 

 

Shropshire Council had provided information about playground inspections. 

 

 38/16 Parish Plan 

The Clerk reported she had collected the hard copies of the Parish Plan and the Community 

Survey Final Report from Badger Print and copies for loan had been placed in the Post 

Office and the Church. 

 

 39/16 Street Lights 

The Clerk reported that four of the five new street lights had been installed.  She was 

waiting to receive the inventory from Mr. Johnson. 

 

 40/16 Defibrillator 

Councillor Lawrence had informed the Clerk that the cost of obtaining a defibrillator from 

his colleague would be £900.00.  However, his colleague could offer free training and 

advice.  Councillor Beaman offered to contact the British Heart Foundation again. 

Stephen Atkinson had asked about a defibrillator during the public session and had said his 

wife had offered to investigate prices. 

 

41/16  Christmas Lights  

Councillor Parr and Ken Jones had not had an opportunity to carry out the additional checks 

on the height of the light strings to enable a decision to be made on the recommended height 

limit for the warning signs. 

 

 42/16 VAT  

 Councillor Whitmore had not supplied an update. 

 

 43/16 Telford Auto Club Car Rally 

The Clerk was waiting to hear from Ian Connolly, Traffic Management Advisor and 

Highway Events Co-ordinator. 

 

 

 



44/16 Casual Vacancies 

Shropshire Council had confirmed that as no request had been made by parishioners to hold 

an election the Parish Council could proceed to fill the two vacancies by co-option. 

 

 45/16 PLANNING 

           Permission 

 15/05114/FUL Erection of a two storey side extension, Park View, 14 Gatacre, Claverley 

                                  for Mr. Adam Richardson  

 

 15/05117/FUL Erection of two-storey extension to side and single storey extension to rear 

                                   5 Spicers Close, Claverley for Mr. W. Lowe 

 

 16/00090/FUL Erection of cattery to provide 10 no. pens to include change of use of land  

                                   Pear Tree Cottage, Pear Tree Lane, Heathton for Mrs. C. Jones 

 

 New Applications 

 15/05516/FUL Residential development comprising of the erection of 27 dwellings 

                                     with associated infrastructure works, former Davro Iron & Steel Co. Ltd. 

                           Ridgewell Works, Stourbridge Road, Wootton for Persimmon Homes West  

                                     Midlands  

                                     The Parish Council objected to the application due to the high density of  

                                     properties, detrimental visual impact, concerns about safety of vehicles  

                                     turning into and leaving the site and insufficient community benefit. 

                 

  16/00330/FUL Conversion of barn to one dwelling; formation of vehicular access, barn    

                                      conversion at Draycott Farm, Draycott for Mr. and Mrs. Jones (Three  

                                      Dwellings, Draycott) 

                                     The Parish Council did not have any objections. 

 

 16/00464/FUL  Erection of two-storey side and partial rear extension to include roof terrace  

                                      to west elevation, Windy Arbour, High Grosvenor for Mr. Kevin Elwell 

                                      The Parish Council did not have any objections.  

 

 16/00469/REM  Approval of Reserved Matters for proposed dwelling (access, appearance,  

                                       landscaping, layout and  scale) pursuant to permission 12/02058/OUT for 

                                       the erection of one detached dwelling to the east of the Paddock for  

                                       Oakham Construction Ltd.                                          

                                     The Parish Council raised objections as the proposed dwelling extended 

                                       beyond the building line, was very close to the boundary with No. 10 The  

                                       Paddock, only a single garage for a five bedroom property was out of 

                                     character with the other properties, and grey window frames were not in  

                                       keeping with the traditional style of surrounding properties. Reclaimed 

                                       bricks to be used to maintain the character. 

 

 16/00597/COU  Application under Section 73a of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990  

                                       for change of use of redundant agricultural buildings to B2 (general  

                                       industrial) and/or B8 (storage and warehousing), buildings to the North of  

                                       Small Heath Farmhouse, Ashford Bank, Claverley for G.H. Lee Farms 

                                      The Parish Council objected most strongly to the retrospective application  

                                       as a car salvaging business so close to a residential area was totally  



                                       inappropriate use of an agricultural building and was having a very adverse  

                                       impact on the neighbourhood. 

  

Notification had been received that Mr. Lee had withdrawn his application and he 

had given his tenant notice to vacate the premises by 4th June 2016 as the tenant 

had broken the terms of his licence.  

 

 16/00948/FUL  Erection of a two storey extension and associated works, Yew Tree Cottage,  

                                  Farmcote for Mr. Elliot Lynch 

                                     The Parish Council did not have any objections. 

 

 16/00997/FUL  Erection of a detached garage and formation of vehicular access (revised  

                                      scheme), 6 Aston, Claverley for Mr. Nick Beere. 

                                      The Parish Council strongly objected to the application due to the scale and  

                                      location of the proposed garage which would have a detrimental impact on 

                                      the neighbouring property. Roller shutter doors were visually out of  

                                      keeping.  

  

 46/16 UNITARY REPORT 

Councillor Woodward reported she had taken photographs of the Woundale crossroads and 

outlined various options.  Shropshire Highways’ preferred option was to realign and lay 

concrete kerbing around the radii at the crossroads. The Parish Council supported this 

option. 

Councillor Woodward informed the Parish Council that discussion had taken place about the 

proposal to resurface the Bull Ring footpath.  Councillors expressed the opinion that as 

patching work had already taken place it would be preferable for any resurfacing work to be 

undertaken after possible development of the two public houses had been completed. 

The road surface in High Street will be repaired between the entrance to Lodge Park and the 

junction with Aston Lane. 

Councillors raised concerns about the poor condition of the road surface between Lawn 

Turns and Woundale, the road opposite The Gate at Heathton to Draycott, between The Gate 

at Heathton and Pool House Farm and Admoor Lane. 

 47/16 DRAFT BUDGET FOR 2016/2017 

The revised budget had been forwarded to the councillors.  It was agreed that the figure for 

the purchase of a defibrillator in 2016/17 be increased to £450.  It was anticipated the deficit 

for 2016/17 would be £7616.  It was proposed by Councillor Caswell, seconded by 

Councillor Parr and agreed by the Council to approve the budget. 

 

  48/16 REVIEW OF ADEQUACY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF SYSTEM OF INTERNAL 

            CONTROL AND RISK ASSESSMENTS 

Councillors reviewed the adequacy and effectiveness of the system of internal control.  In 

the Internal Auditor’s report Mrs. Bailey had stated the internal control procedures were 

well documented. Councillors did not wish to make any changes.  Risk assessments would 

continue to be undertaken when required for activities such as the fireworks and bonfire 

event, putting up and taking down the Christmas lights. 



  49/16 WEBSITE 

 Vera Williams had offered to continue updating the website until new arrangements had  

 been made. 

 

Kensa Creative had supplied the invoice for hosting and maintenance for 2016/2017 and the 

web site maintenance agreement but both had been returned as they had been incorrectly 

addressed referring to Claverley Parish rather than Claverley Parish Council. 

 

  50/16 PARISH MATTERS 

Councillor Beaman asked for the Parish Council to stress the importance of using the 

telephone number 101 to report anything suspicious to the Police. 

Action:  Clerk to include this information in the Parish Council’s news for ‘Halo’. 

 

 51/16 CORRESPONDENCE 

 Church Clock Repairs 

 The Clerk had received an email from the Revd. Garry Ward concerning repairs required to  

 the church clock.  As the Church had been given an estimate to refurbish the organ for 

£45,000 and a lighting scheme of around £30,000 in addition to the parish share, he 

expressed the hope the Parish Council would help by funding the church clock repairs. The 

cost of these repairs will be £1886.00 plus VAT.   

 

Discussion of this item to be deferred to the April meeting when it was hoped more 

councillors will be present. 

 

 Town/Parish Election Recharges 

 Notification had been received that the elections subsidy will cease from the May 2017 

elections and Parish and Town Councils will be charged the actual cost of a contested 

election and half the actual cost for a combined election involving a parish/town council.  

Uncontested elections will remain at £100 per election.  Deferring of charges to the 

following financial year will remain. 

 

  52/16 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS  

 Wolverhampton Airport Consultative Committee 

 Councillor Parr reported the new owners will be represented at the next Wolverhampton 

Airport Consultative Committee meeting on 16th March. 

 

 53/16 CHEQUES 

            Chq. No. 001303  E.ON Energy Solutions Ltd. –  

                                                  Street light repair………………………...        £61.64 

                                                  Annual Maintenance Charge – 2015-2016    £1940.74 £2002.38 

                            001304  Claverley Parochial Church Council – contribution 

                                                  to maintenance of the churchyard........................................ £1500.00 

   001305  BPD Print Solutions Ltd. – Printing Parish Plan documents £119.70 

   

 

 



  001306  Mrs. G.M. Price -   

                                                   Reimbursement for ink cartridge and stationery  £31.17 

                                                   Travel expenses incurred collecting Parish Plan 

                                                      printing……………………….…………….      £9.00     

                                                                                                                                 £40.17 

                                                   Reimbursement for cost of Broadband 

                                                   07/01/16 to 06/04/16…………………………    £73.62 £113.79 

   

            It was proposed by Councillor Harris, seconded by Councillor Caswell and agreed by  

  the Council to pass the cheques for payment. 

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30 p.m. 

  

            Date of next meeting: Monday, 11th April at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall  

 Date of Annual Parish Meeting:  Monday, 25th April at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall                                                                                                                                


